
 

 

 

THE PORT HOPE PROJEC T  

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW  

 East Beach Bay, Port Hope 



 

 

Port Hope is a vibrant, active community, well known for                                             

its award-winning heritage downtown core and friendly,  

small-town character.  Itôs also a healthy community where  

people live, work and play ð and families raise their children ð  

just like anywhere else.  But, unlike other communities, Port Hope 

can be the target of misinformation about its historic,  low -level                 

radioactive waste.  

A federal initiative is underway to clean up the waste and solve the problem. 

Hereôs what you should know: 

the location of future cleanup sites and designated project                  

transportation routes;  

how the contaminated soil will be excavated and transported safely;  

where the waste is going and how it will be managed; and 

how property owners will be protected from possible project -related loss 

through the federally -funded Property Value Protection Program. 

LIVING IN PORT HOPE 

1 



 

 

Port Hope Farmers Market 
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Playing soccer at Fair Grounds Agricultural Park 



 

 

 Aerial view of Port Hope, looking west     Photo: Ted Amsden 
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The Port Hope Area Initiative (PHAI) is a federal environmental 

cleanup program. Its mandate is the remediation and local, long-

term, safe management of historic, low-level radioactive waste in 

Port Hope and Port Granby.  

 

ONE INITIATIVE, TWO PROJECTS 

The Port Hope Project involves the cleanup of approximately 1.2 million 

cubic metres of historic low-level radioactive waste from various sites in 

Port Hope, the construction of an engineered aboveground mound where 

the waste will be safely stored, and the long-term maintenance and               

monitoring of the new waste management facility.  

The Port Granby Project involves the movement of approximately 

450,000 cubic metres of historic low -level radioactive waste from the              

existing Port Granby Waste Management Facility on the shore of Lake 

Ontario to a new engineered aboveground mound located 700 metres 

north of the lake. 

The Port Hope Area Initiative Management Office (PHAI MO),                        

a partnership between Natural Resources Canada, Atomic Energy of                

Canada Limited and Public Works and Government Services Canada,                   

is the federal agency created to carry out these projects.  

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE  

PORT HOPE AREA INITIATIVE? 
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The historic, low-level radioactive waste within the urban area 

of the Municipality of Port Hope is a consequence of past               

practices involving the refining of radium and uranium ores             

by a former federal Crown Corporation, Eldorado Limited,               

between the 1930s and 1980s.  

 

This waste is predominantly in the form of contaminated soil                   

containing radium -226, uranium, arsenic and other residues           

produced in the refining process. 

 

The historic waste has been monitored regularly to ensure that it              

does not pose a risk to health or the environment.  As part of the                 

PHAI construction phase, the waste will be excavated and relocated              

to the new Port Hope long-term waste management facility. 

HOW DID THE WASTE           

GET HERE? 
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 Processing radium salts in Port Hope, 1930s 
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 Ralph Hodgson Memorial Park, Port Hope 
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