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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTRACT AGREEMENT ENDED FOR PORT HOPE HARBOUR CLEANUP 

 
Port Hope, ON (June 23, 2020) – Canadian Nuclear Laboratories (CNL) and Milestone Environmental 

Contracting Inc. have ended the agreement under which Milestone was performing Port Hope Area 

Initiative (PHAI) work at the Port Hope Harbour and Centre Pier site, effective June 30. This is the PHAI’s 

most complex scope of work.  

Select activities will be undertaken to prepare the site for a replacement contractor while non-essential 

work at the Port Hope Harbour/Centre Pier, suspended in March due to the COVID-19 pandemic, will 

remain paused until a new contract is in place. During this transition period, CNL staff will continue to 

ensure that the site is maintained in a safe and secure state while inviting bids for the remaining work. 

The new contract will include completing the rehabilitation of the aging harbour walls, dredging the 

harbour to remove sediment contaminated with historic low-level radioactive waste, continuing to 

collect and treat contaminated water on site, and cleaning up and restoring the Centre Pier. 

CNL will incorporate the valuable lessons learned from work completed to date at the harbour in its 

process to hire a new contractor, with the goal of having that contract in place by no later than the start 

of the 2021 construction season.  

The pandemic-related work stoppage and the change in contracting strategy is expected to extend the 

PHAI presence in the harbour area by an additional year. CNL and Atomic Energy of Canada Limited 

(AECL), the Government of Canada’s representative overseeing the federal PHAI project, remain 

committed to completing the Port Hope Harbour/Centre Pier scope of work safely, in compliance with 

regulatory requirements and in an environmentally responsible manner. CNL will continue to look for 

efficiencies to shorten the project timeline where possible.  

The contract for Milestone to complete the remaining restoration work at several residential properties 

remains in place, with that work underway and expected to be finished this summer. All other PHAI 

work by CNL contractors at residential and larger sites, including other sites in the waterfront area, is 

continuing to ramp up in phases according to the pandemic-related directives and guidance of 

government and public health authorities.  
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ABOUT THE PHAI 

The Port Hope Area Initiative (PHAI) is a federal environmental clean-up program. Its mandate is the 

remediation and local, long-term, safe management of historic low-level radioactive waste in Port Hope 

and the Port Granby area of Southeast Clarington. Canadian Nuclear Laboratories is implementing these 

projects through its Historic Waste Program Management Office on behalf of Atomic Energy of Canada 

Limited, a federal Crown corporation. 

 

ABOUT THE PORT HOPE PROJECT 

The Port Hope Project involves the construction of an engineered aboveground mound and supporting 

infrastructure for the safe, long-term management of approximately 1.2 million cubic metres of historic 

low-level radioactive waste, cleanup of the waste from various sites in Port Hope and its transportation 

to the waste management facility, located south of Highway 401 and west of Baulch Road. Ongoing 

maintenance and monitoring will continue for hundreds of years after the facility is capped and closed. 

The historic waste resulted from radium and uranium refining and processing operations of the former 

Crown corporation, Eldorado Nuclear, and its private sector predecessors, which operated from the 

1930s to 1988. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Bill Daly 
Manager, Public Communications & Programs 
Historic Waste Program Management Office 
Canadian Nuclear Laboratories 
905.885.0291 
General information: info@phai.ca 
Media contact: bill.daly@cnl.ca 
 

Shernette Muccuth Henry 
Communications Officer  
Historic Waste Program Management Office 
Canadian Nuclear Laboratories 
905.885.0291 
Media contact: shernette.muccuthhenry@cnl.ca 
 


